
 

information and updates on 

the department and recent 

or not-so-recent alumni.  If 

you have a piece you would 

like to submit for the fall 

issue please whether it is a 

book review, opinion piece, 

or research donõt hesitate to 

contact us with your submis-

sion.  We also welcome let-

ters to the editor regarding 

any of the work published 

here.  We look forward to 

hearing from you and we 

hope that you would help us 

get as many alumni as possi-

ble on our email list, so 

please check the list at the 

back of this issue to see 

whose contact info we are 

still missing.   

God Bless, 

Darren Guerra 
Assistant Professor of History 

and Political Science 

For Submissions Contact: 

dguerra@vanguard.edu 

Welcome... 
Welcome to the inaugural 

issue of Clio & Cicero.  This is 

a student edited journal that 

is meant to connect three 

very important groups who 

have important ties to the 

History and Political Science 

program here at Vanguard 

University, namely alumni, 

current students, and current 

or past faculty.  Many alumni 

we talk to have fond memo-

ries of their time here as an 

HPS major and cherish the 

camaraderie and good spir-

ited debate and dialogue 

that was always fostered 

here. We envision this journal 

to try and capture a bit of 

that spirit that animated the 

experience of many during 

their VU years.  This journal 

is also meant to connect 

alumni with each other and 

their teachers from days 

gone bye.  It will also serve 

to connect current students 

with alumni and vice versa.  

We are proud of our gradu-

ates and want to highlight 

their accomplishments and 

share their vision for the fu-

ture.  The journal is currently 

slated to be published once 

a semester.  We anticipate 

publishing pieces written by 

current students, alumni, and 

faculty as well as current 
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Robert Kagan, Dangerous Nation .  A neocon reinterprets American diplomatic history up till 1900, ar-
guing that the country has always been expansionist and aggressive, and that Europe has seen it as 
being that way.  This contrasts with our popular perception of ourselves as rather innocent, peacefully 
expanding people.  Very nicely written, with volume two due out soon. 

Susan Jacoby, The Age of American Unreason .  A fascinating intellectual critique of  religious fanat-
ics, Bushies, and educators, among others, who have made war on the intellect and scientific method in 
the US in this century.   

Mark Leonard,   Why Europe Will Run the 21st Century .  An intriguing, conceptually bold look at the 
soft power European approach to changing countries to capitalistic and democratic ways, using the car-
rot of possible membership in the EU rather than the American stick of militarily trying to change coun-
tries' behavior.  He argues that regional organizations will supplant states and peace will replace war. 

Barack Obama, The Audacity of Hope .  A quite detailed look at Obama's life since the early 90s, when 
he wound up his first autobiographical effort, Dreams of My Father.  His policy positions and their ration-
ale become quite clear in this inspiring book, one that those wondering "who's Obama?" might well have 
read to get some insight into our new president. 

James Sheehan, Where Have All the Soldiers Gone?    My old Northwestern German history profes-
sor explains how two devastating world wars, largely fought on their soil, have finally convinced Europe-
ans that war is not a wise way to resolve disputes.  Europe, pursuing peaceful solutions to problems, will 
not be a military superpower, but will be a moral example to the world.  Ironically, that was the old US 
role, but now we're becoming the bad cop to Europe's good cop, and it may be that our presence makes 
Europe's new look possible.  

three historic Generals 

(Epaminondas, Sherman, and 

Patton) all who led democratic 

armies on campaigns to de-

stroy systems (Sparta, the Con-

federacy, Nazi Germany) built 

on tyranny.  Hanson shows how 

each general cultivated a 

moral and ideological  superi-

ority in their armies.  A moral 

superiority that translated into 

a òsoul of battleó that created 

lethal forces that were un-

matched in history.  In the end 

Hanson muses whether or not 

òthe great danger of the pre-

sent age...is that we may sim-

ply have forgotten that there 

finally must be a choice be-

tween good and evil, that the 

real immorality is not the use of 

great force to inflict punish-

ment, but, as the Greeks re-

minds us, the failure to exercise 

moral authority at all.ó 

Harry Jaffa, A New Birth of Free-

dom. This is the long awaited 

sequel to Jaffaõs seminal work on 

the Lincoln Douglas debates.  This 

is a book that reaches to Lincolnõs 

philosophic core and by exten-

sion the core of America as a 

nation.  Jaffa shows how Lincoln 

sought to restore the philosophi-

cal truth of the Declaration of 

Independence to the center of 

American Political life.  To do this 

he had to dispatch the errant 

philosophy of John Calhoun and 

he challenges us to reject the 

similarly historicist and nihilist 

philosophies that threaten the 

truths of the Declaration today. 

Victor Davis Hanson, The Soul of 

Battle.  Students in my Research 

Methods class will be familiar 

with this work.  Hanson chronicles 

Hadley Arkes, Natural Rights 

and the Right to Choose.  

Arkes is a political philoso-

pher from Amherst who sees 

a dangerous logic in the pro-

choice line of argument.  

Much like the slavery debate 

in the 1860õs, the assertion 

that certain persons were not 

human threatened the very 

foundation of democratic 

government by asserting 

force over right.  Asserting an 

arbitrary power to tyrannize 

over a slave or a fetus ques-

tions the very foundations of 

the American regime based 

upon òinalienable rightsó 

rooted in ònature and Na-

tureõs God.ó 

John Wilsonõs  

Recent Reading Shelf  

Professor Guerraôs Suggestions 
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òWE MAY SIMPLY HAVE 

FORGOTTEN THAT 

THERE FINALLY MUST BE 

A CHOICE BETWEEN 

GOOD AND EVIL, THAT 

THE REAL IMMORALITY 

IS NOT THE USE OF 

GREAT FORCE TO 

INFLICT PUNISHMENT, 

BUT, ...THE FAILURE TO 

EXERCISE MORAL 

AUTHORITY AT ALL.ó  

ñHANSON SOUL OF 

BATTLE 

Books 

Do you have a book recom-

mendation/review you would 

like to share?  Email us at: 

dguerra@vanguard.edu 



 

minor bumps.  While the 

service might be slow, a 

citizen's file is usually han-

dled without processing 

errors.  Since the govern-

ment is so large and intimi-

dating, the errors that do 

occur for people are not 

handled well (although it is 

improving).  Our office 

helps retrieve answers for 

constituents and act as a 

conduit between the people 

and the bureaucracies.  I 

personally handle the prob-

lems that people might 

have with Citizenship and 

Immigration Services, De-

partment of State, Veterans 

Affairs, and the Depart-

ment of Defense.  

Throughout the course of 

my duties, I have learned in 

detail how the immigration 

process works and can be-

gin to comprehend the de-

tails that servicemen and 

women face in terms of 

1.   What year did you 

graduate from Vanguard 

University? 2007 

2.     What are your pri-

mary responsibilities at 

Congressman John Camp-

bellôs office? 

The primary responsibility 

that I have is to be a rep-

resentative of the con-

gressman. This role has 

two different capacities to 

it.  First, I represent the 

congressman to the people 

of the 48th Congressional 

District.  Our office is 

invited to many different 

events throughout the 

community and it would 

be impossible for the con-

gressman to attend every 

single one.  As a member 

of the district staff, we 

travel into the local cities 

and represent the congress-

man at different events.  

Often I will attend grand 

openings for different 

places, update government 

affairs committees for the 

local chambers of com-

merce, and attend different 

community forums. 

The federal government is a 

large organization and often 

times will overlook the peo-

ple it is intended to serve.  

Where a congressional dis-

trict office comes in is to act 

as a 'safety net' in terms of 

service.  Many people deal 

with immigration, IRS, Vet-

erans Affairs and Medicare 

on a regular with relatively 

receiving their benefits.  The best part about this job is that I con-

tinue to learn new things and grow deeper in understanding the 

large federal government. 

3.     What new developments have occurred in your life since 

graduation? 

I was married to my college sweetheart Kristen Heath in October of 

2007.  My wife teaches private music 

lessons and plans on obtaining her Mas-

ter's degree from UCI this year.  I 

also plan on going to Grad School 

next year.  We recently purchased a 

condo in Mission Viejo that is truly 

a 'fixer-upper.'  Both my wife and I 

have started to attend St. Andrews 

Presbyterian church in Newport 

Beach and sing in the choir there. 

4.     What aspect(s) of your ca-

reer do you consider as your fa-

vorite(s) as an employee of the 

federal government? 

I grew up as a political junkie, so 

naturally the inside of a congressional 

office helps feed that addiction.  

Working inside this office provides me the opportunity to dis-

cuss important issues with people of different perspectives.  Our 

office regularly receives calls from the far right, left and every-

where in between.  It is a lot of fun debating the issues with con-

stituents and explaining the positions of the congressman.  I also 

enjoy the satisfaction of helping people who are stuck in legiti-

mately bad situations.  As mentioned in an above question, a large 

government is destined to overlook people.  My job offers the 

unique position of advocating for those who encounter the occa-

sional bureaucratic brick wall.  Helping a person in need never gets 

old! 

5.     What books would you consider a must read? 

 I would recommend that people read authors that offer a variety of 

viewpoints.  A conservative or liberal must not stay solely in their 

own ideological ghetto but instead read books the challenges their 

beliefs.  Furthermore, I would recommend that a person immerse 

themselves in the writings of the great thinkers of the past, both in 

church and philosophical history.  A short list of the books that 

have shaped my opinions would have to be: 

George Orwell's "1984" and "Animal Farm";William Golding's 

"Lord of the Flies"; Thomas Friedman's "The World is Flat" 

Anything by C.S. Lewis; Dennis Prager's 

"Happiness is a Serious Problem"; Richard Foster's 

"Celebration of Disciplineò 
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òI ALSO ENJOY THE 

SATISFACTION OF 

HELPING PEOPLE 

WHO ARE STUCK IN 

LEGITIMATELY BAD 

SITUATIONS... A 

LARGE 

GOVERNMENT IS 

DESTINED TO 

OVERLOOK 

PEOPLE.ò 

 
In this section, The Vanguard University Political Science Department would like to acknowledge some of our Alumni. We have contacted some of 
the most recent Alumni to see what they are up to now and where the Vanguard Education has taken them.  

Join our Facebook group to stay in touch! 

Click Here: Vanguard University HPS Majors/Alumni  

Alumni  

Alumni Profile: Jeremy Riley 2007 by Andrew Ntzouras 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23/group.php?gid=25512396597


 

 

Why Jackie Robinson? Why not Babe Ruth of 

another great baseball player? 

The last line in the book explains it all very 

well. ñIf Ruth transformed the game, Robinson 

changed Americaò 

 

How long did it take you to write? 

It was written in the Summer of 2007. A chap-

ter a week. It came very easy to me because I am very interested 

in this era of history. 

 

Why should people read this book?  

It is for college students, its brief and it draws upon all the other 

books that has been written about him. It is a good story well 

told. 

 

What was the most difficult process of writing the book?  

It wasnôt really that difficult it almost wrote itself. One blow 

was when the editor said that he had to slash a chunk of the 

book from 220 pages and he said he had to get it to around 180. 

But the stat table was able to get in and I was happy about that. 

 

What do you want people to take from your work and the life 

and career of Jackie Robinson? 

One person can make a difference.  That doing things with a 

Christian attitude can break down resistance much more than a 

militant attitude. We should win people over by behaving well.  

John R. M. Wilson just 

finished a book on Jackie 

Robinson for the Library 

of American Biography.  

Here is his interview with 

Andrew Ntzouras on his 

new work. 

 

What are some of the major 

themes from this book? 

ñObviously the Civil 

Rights aspect of it. One of 

the things that is not appar-

ent now is that when I 

wrote about baseball about 

and the shaping attitudes of 

race in this country, Base-

ball back then was unquestionably Americaôs pastime. The 

MLB was huge and when people began to see pictures of 

Jackie and his family people began to see that African-

Americans were not any different from their own families. 

 

What influenced you to write this book? 

Editor of the Series Mark Karnes asked me to write it. I met 

Mark Karnes at a conference on the Reacting to the Past con-

ference at UCSD and it was there that he asked me if he 

would be interested in the series. I thought it would be a neat 

series to be a part of. 

Where Have You Gone Jackie Robinson?  
An interview with John Wilson on his new book  
By Andrew Ntzouras  

Faculty Updates 

For those of you who donôt know esteemed 

Vanguard professor Eric Patterson took a 

position at Georgetown in the spring of 2007.  

We still count him as a Vanguard Faculty 

Alum and he came to speak to Guerraôs For-

eign Policy course in the fall.  Below is an up-

dated profile on his recent accomplishments 

and whereabouts:   
 

Eric Patterson, Ph.D. is Assistant Director of the 

Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World 

Affairs and has a visiting appointment in the 

Department of Government.  He is also the Pro-

ject Director for the Chicago Council on Global 

Affairsô ñReligion and U.S. Foreign Policyò 

Task Force.  His research and teaching focuses 

religion and politics, ethics and international 

affairs, and just war theory in the context of con-

temporary conflict.  He is the author or editor of 

six books, including Just War Thinking: Moral-

ity and Pragmatism in the Struggle Against Con-

temporary Threats (2007) and the edited volume 

Christianity and Power Politics Today (2008).  

His most recent book is a collection of devotions 

for Advent titled, "Walking Toward Christmas." 

Patterson also spent three years working for the 

Federal government.  He served as a White 

House Fellow and Special Assistant to the Di-

rector of the U.S. Office of Personnel Manage-

ment (2007-2008) and before that was on uni-

versity leave of absence as William C. Foster 

Fellow in the State Departmentôs Bureau of Po-

litical and Military Affairs where he worked on 

international small arms and light weapons secu-

rity issues (2005-2007).   

òHoyaó doing Eric Patterson? 
By Andrew Ntzouras 

Dr. John 

Wilson 


